
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 8 November 2001] 

 p5294b-5294b 
Mr Tony McRae 

 [1] 

ECONOMICS AND INDUSTRY STANDING COMMITTEE 
Bellevue Hazardous Waste Fire Inquiry 2001 - Interim Report 

MR McRAE (Riverton) [10.18 am]:  I present the progress report for the Economics and Industry Standing 
Committee entitled “Progress Report on the Bellevue Hazardous Waste Fire Inquiry 2001.”   

[See paper No 875.] 

Mr McRAE:  The Economics and Industry Standing Committee, comprising myself as the chairperson, the 
member for Darling Range as the deputy chairperson, and the members for Collie, Eyre and Vasse has been 
conducting this inquiry for a number of months.  We have received more than 10 000 pages of submissions and 
evidence.  We have held seven days of hearings both in Midland and Perth.  Fifty-four witnesses have come 
before the committee and we have received 40 written submissions.  Those submissions continue to come in, and 
as recently as yesterday, for example, the Alliance for a Clean Environment, a community-based environmental 
action group based in and around Midland and Bellevue, presented me with videotape evidence of the impact on 
local residents. 

The committee is reviewing all this material for both relevance and probity.  Because of the volume of that 
evidence and the complexity of the issues that it raises, the committee has resolved to present its report in two 
volumes.  Volume one, which we propose to table in December this year, will deal in general terms with fire 
emergencies and specifically with the public health implications arising from the incident.  The committee is 
aware of the level of community concern about the public health implications of the fire and its plume, as well as 
the more general concern about the role and coordination of emergency services and volunteer firefighters and 
their response to the incident.  In mentioning the volunteer firefighters, the committee’s activities have been 
tremendously supported and advanced by the work done by the Stoneville volunteer bushfire brigade.  

The finalisation of volume 1 of the committee’s report will ensure that the community’s legitimate interests and 
concerns are addressed as soon as possible.  The committee also intends to deliver volume 2 of its report in the 
New Year.  That volume will deal with the broad planning regulations and environmental issues within the terms 
of reference set by the inquiry.  Volume 2 will deal with laws governing inter alia the environment, explosive 
and dangerous goods, health, fire emergencies, planning and local government; all of which are emerging as 
being interconnected issues leading to this incident.   

The volume 2 report will also consider and analyse a number of issues dealing with the governance of hazardous 
and dangerous goods including interagency cooperation, interagency communication and accountability and 
transparency issues.  The committee also intends that volume 2 of the report will discuss and go through some of 
the concerns that we have in and around agencies’ responses in dealing with Crown Solicitor advice and 
Supreme Court decisions in relation to hazardous waste management and environmental pollution generally.   
 


